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PREFACE. 


TWENTY  years  ago,  when  it  appeared  that  the  revival  of  the 
decorative  art  of  the  latter  half  of  the  Eighteenth  Century  in 
England  had  reached  its  zenith,  I  issued  a  reproduction  of  twenty- 
six  plates  from  the  rare  and  greatly  prized  volume,  “  Works  in  Architec¬ 
ture,”  of  the  Brothers  Adam.  Even  then  some  said  it  was  “a  little  late,” 
and  few,  if  any,  supposed  that  we  were  as  yet  only  at  the  beginning  of  a 
revival  destined  to  last  for  many  years.  But  so  it  has  proved,  for  there 
is  as  yet  no  sign  that  the  work  of  the  period  is  falling  into  disrepute ;  and 
of  the  talented  brothers  it  is  safe  to  say  that  they  have  given  their  name 
to  a  style  likely  to  become  historic  at  least  in  their  own  country. 

Although  my  first  reproduction  (issued  in  November,  1880)  was  re¬ 
printed  before  the  plates  were  removed  from  the  stones,  it  has  long  been 
out  of  print  and  difficult  to  meet  with,  while  enquiries  for  examples  of 
“Adams’  Decoration”  continue  so  frequent  that  I  have  been  encouraged  to 
prepare  this  second  reproduction.  In  this  issue  I  have  included  twenty-five 
of  the  twenty-six  plates  which  found  place  in  the  first,  the  Elevation  of 
Sir  Watkin  Wynn’s  house  alone  being  omitted,  while  on  the  other  hand  I 
have  added  five  more  plates,  making  thirty'  in  all,  and  certainly  including 
all  that  can  be  considered  as  of  a  decorative  character  in  the  “Works  in 
Architecture.”  Of  that  remarkable  volume  it  may  be  interesting  to  note 
here  that,  whereas  it  might  well  be  expeCted  that  the  issue  of  any  reproduc¬ 
tion  of  its  most  valuable  parts  would  lessen  the  value  of  the  original  work, 
the  contrary  has  proved  to  be  the  case,  for  the  copy  from  which  I  made 
my  first  re-issue  was  afterwards  sold  for  .£25,  whereas  for  that  from  which 
this  present  one  has  been  made  I  recently  paid  ^56,  so  considerably  has 
the  book  risen  in  appreciation  and  value. 

This  reproduction,  like  the  former,  has  been  made  in  photo-litho¬ 
graphy  by  Mr.  James  Akerman,  and  I  have  confidence  in  saying  that  by  no 
other  process  could  the  fine  old  engravings  be  more  correCtly  or  sym¬ 
pathetically  facsimiled. 

The  Publisher. 

December ,  1900. 
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